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Goings on  

 The 2015 annual convention at the Ancaster fair-

ground was a great success. With the Canada cup na-

tional team trials on it was full energy and education.  

 During the competition we were very lucky to have Tim 

Koelln there to discuss some ideas on fixing a common 

bane to many a footðHoof cracks. While hoof cracks 

may come in all shapes and sizes, and regardless of the 

cause we must do our best to work toward putting a stop 

to them and securing a shoeing/trimming regime that will 

keep them away. 

Timôs experience is 

recognizing causes 

as well as address-

ing with time tested 

methods was a 

great class to see.  

 The next session 

was an information-

al class on thor-

ough considerations to planning a mobile work station 

that will serve all of your needs and last. This was gen-

erously bought to us by the folks at Stonewell Bodies. Of 
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course, they have had many years in 

providing quality outfits for horseshoers, but 

passing on the information for us to consid-

er was a great way to keep us thinking be-

fore we invest.  

 Finally we were very lucky to have Cory 

Kostyra from the OPP there to discuss ve-

hicle safety. Iôm sure many of us would stay 

very happy with our heads in the sand and 

pretend that everything will be all right. Un-

fortunately it wonôt always be. You may be stopped on the road and 

inspected for safety violations and were that the case it is always 

much better to be prepared. However making sure you can avoid a 

ticket is one thing, but the reason why many of these rules exist is, 

as Mr. Kostyra has witnessed, is due to potential fatalities resulting 

from unsafe practices. Lets not have that include anyone from our 

group.  

It was a great information session for some of the rules the OPP are 

checking for.  

 On the shoeing side of things, we had a great class from Barney 

Cummingsðdesigning and fitting a full support shoe. Informing the 

proper use of a shoe to increase the angle of the foot, making it sim-

ple and secure on the fly and providing the right padding and protec-

tion answered a lot of questions to an enthusiastic audience. 
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  Tom Willoughby was on site to keep 

our minds fresh and creative , demon-

strating fantastic techniques for fas-

tening, decorating and adding all the 

small finishes to iron that makes this 

type of art beautiful and inspiring.  

 Craig Trnka wrapped up our week-

end with a crisp and clear approach to 

trimming and shoeing. Working on a 

horse on site with a quarter crack is-

sue, he was able to take this foot one 

step at a time with you from brushing it out to pick-

ing the right shoe for the job.every step of the way was punctuated 

with a challenge to question the very logic of the immediate work 

that would lead you inevitably to the next step, each left you feeling  

- of course thatôs how it should go. Trying to get a handful of horse-

shoers to agree and an appetizer, let alone a room full to agree with 

his trimming and shoeing approach was a testament to what can 

happen when you apply critical reasoning to every step with calm 

and focus. In the end, this hind foot received a heartbar and with the 

bit of work was very happy.  

 The Banquet at the end of the Saturday evening was a relaxing 

and fun filled evening with a awesome presentation from Chris Zizi-

an on his trip and experience teaching horse shoeing in India, 
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